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included Mercer, McDowell and Cabell coun-
ties in my district. She organized home and 
garden clubs, 4–H clubs, and established the 
West Virginia State Farm Homemakers Coun-
cil, under the auspices of West Virginia State 
College, West Virginia University and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. She was the district 
home demonstration agent and became pro-
gram development leader. After 27 years in 
the Extension Service, Mrs. Livisay retired as 
a specialist in child development and human 
relations. A personal account of the work of 
the West Virginia Extension Service for Afri-
can-Americans is recorded in the book, 
‘‘Reaching Out with Heart and Hands—The 
Memories of An Extension Worker,’’ written by 
Mrs. Livisay in 1994. 

A diamond soror and life member, Mrs. 
Livisay was initiated into Nu Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. in 1925. She was a 
charter member of Epsilon Delta Omega 
Chapter in Beckley, West Virginia and at the 
time of her death, she was a member of Eta 
Iota Omega Chapter, in Inkster, Michigan. 
Mrs. Livisay, was the proud mother of four 
children, Carolyn L. McGhee, Marilyn L. Stew-
art, Jackson P. Livisay, Jr. and Osborne 
Livisay. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored today to pay 
tribute to the late Mrs. Tanner Johnson 
Livisay, for her many accomplishments and 
achievements and the legacy she leaves for 
her family and the great State of West Vir-
ginia, and in particular, my third congressional 
district. 
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today I would like 
to congratulate my good friend Representative 
BILL LIPINSKI his retirement after 22 years of 
dedicated service in the House of Representa-
tives. BILL has been a close friend of mine 
since we were freshman together in the 98th 
Congress, and I know that reporting to work 
each day will not be the same without BILL 
around. 

Representative LIPINSKI is a native of Chi-
cago and works incredibly hard for the resi-
dents of the 3rd Congressional district. Even 
after 11 terms in Congress he still flies home 
nearly every weekend to address the concerns 
of his constituents. BILL has spent his entire 
career working for the people of Chicago, first 
in Chicago’s Park District for 17 years, then as 
the 23rd Ward Alderman in the Chicago City 
Council, and then as a U.S. Congressman. 

Some of BILL’s greatest achievements lie in 
his work on the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. He has done an 
incredible amount both for Chicago and for the 
entire state of Illinois and has secured millions 
of dollars in federal funding for improvements 
at both Midway and O’Hare airports. For ex-
ample, in 1990 Representative LIPINSKI spon-
sored and helped pass the Passenger Facility 
Charge BILL to enable both Midway and 
O’Hare to finance important airport infrastruc-
ture projects. 

In the 105th Congress, BILL was instru-
mental in passing the Transportation Equity 

Act for the 21st Century, under which Illinois 
continues to receive an average of $885 mil-
lion per year for highway funding and $150 
million per year for mass transit programs. 
During the 107th Congress, Representative LI-
PINSKI was the author of legislation to allow 
Chicago’s Mayor Daley to expand O’Hare 
International Airport without consulting the Illi-
nois Governor, an important step of autonomy 
for the city. 

I cannot say enough about how much I 
have enjoyed working with BILL. Again, Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to convey my sincerest 
thanks to Representative BILL Lipinski for his 
friendship and counsel, and congratulations to 
both him and his family on this well-deserved 
retirement. He has built an outstanding career 
during these past 22 years and will be sorely 
missed in the halls of Congress. I will look for-
ward to working with his son, incoming Rep-
resentative DANIEL LIPINSKI, during the coming 
years. 
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Steven K. Webster, a dedicated ed-
ucator and community volunteer, upon his re-
tirement as Senior Marine Biologist at the 
Monterey, Bay Aquarium. Dr. Webster has dili-
gently worked to develop and shape the 
aquarium’s education, teacher training, and 
outreach programs. His dedication to the peo-
ple of the Monterey Bay region has been a 
great benefit to the community for over twenty- 
five years. 

As an educator at the Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium, Dr. Webster developed the Discovery Lab 
programs that have served over 1.5 million 
children to date. There is scarcely a child in 
Monterey County who has not participated in 
one of the aquarium’s free education pro-
grams, thanks in great part to Dr. Webster’s 
vision and advocacy. In addition, Dr. Webster 
has initiated teacher education workshops in 
which over 10,000 teachers have participated 
free of charge. He has encouraged thousands 
of aquarium guides and volunteers in the 
aquarium’s nationally recognized volunteer 
guide training program which he developed. 
Dr. Webster has served as an inspiration and 
has offered great encouragement to those 
consulting him on a career in marine biology. 

Beyond his extensive career in marine biol-
ogy, Dr. Webster has served in numerous vol-
unteer community and board positions, includ-
ing the Monterey Bay Chapter of the American 
Cetacean Society, the Cannery Row Founda-
tion, the Lyceum of the Monterey Peninsula, 
the State Underwater Parks Advisory Board, 
the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, 
and the Friends of Moss Landing Marine Lab-
oratories. An avid diving instructor and under-
water photographer, Dr. Webster is a popular 
speaker on natural history topics ranging from 
the Monterey Bay to the Galapagos Islands. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank Dr. Webster for 
his outstanding and invaluable contributions to 
our community, and commend him for his 
many accomplishments. I congratulate him on 
his much deserved retirement and wish him 
the best of luck in all of his future endeavors. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO COL. JOHN E. 
STAVAST (USAF RET.) 
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OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 17, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sad 
heart that I rise to pay tribute to the passing 
of a great man from my district. John Stavast, 
a native of Denver, Colorado, recently passed 
away at the age of 78. Colonel Stavast dedi-
cated 33 years of his life the armed services, 
in both the Army and Air Force. I am honored 
today to bring his contributions to the attention 
of this body of Congress and this Nation. 

John joined the Army in 1944 and served in 
Europe during World War II as a gunner on 
B–17s. He was discharged in 1946 and en-
listed again in 1949 earning his pilots wings. 
John trained Japanese Self Defense Force pi-
lots in the USAF Air Training Command. While 
flying over North Vietnam in 1967, Colonel 
Stavast and his crewmate were shot down 
near Hanoi. Both men safely ejected and were 
taken prisoner. He endured torture for seven 
full days after his capture and remained a 
POW until 1972. During his time in the POW 
camp, the colonel, as the senior ranking offi-
cer, was responsible for over 200 American 
POW’s at the prison near the Chinese border. 

Colonel Stavast suffered numerous injuries 
during his imprisonment including broken 
bones in his back, arms and legs, and a skull 
fracture. He had over 6,000 flying hours when 
retired from the Air Force in 1980, and was 
awarded many medals for his service. These 
include three Silver Stars, two Legions of 
Merit, three Distinguished Flying Crosses, two 
Purple Hearts, the Bronze Star for Valor, and 
six Air Medals. After his retirement he was a 
member of the Military Officers Association, 
the Military Order of the Purple Heart, VFW, 
American Legion, and others. He was also a 
dedicated volunteer at the Veterans Adminis-
tration Hospital. 

Mr. Speaker, John Stavast was a dedicated 
patriot that selflessly served his community 
and country, and I am honored to pay tribute 
to his memory. He will be greatly missed. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to his family. 
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Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to John La Montagne, Ph.D., Dep-
uty Director of the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, who died suddenly 
on November 2, 2004. He was a true public 
servant who worked tirelessly to improve pub-
lic health in the United States and across the 
world. He is sorely missed in the public health 
community, by Elaine, his beloved wife of 37 
years, his family, and the many persons in his 
community who were blessed to be able to 
call him friend and know his warmth, compas-
sion for others, humor, and quiet modesty and 
dignity. 

Dr. La Montagne’s contributions to the na-
tional and international effort against infectious 
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